CH23 | DINING CHAIR – Design: Hans J. Wegner

DESCRIPTION
The CH23, which is one of Wegner's most distinctive dining chairs without armrests, features
a number of well-known Wegner details: the shape of the elegant cover caps on the top rail,
the special double-woven seat and the curved shape of the rear legs, which ensures optimal
stability.
At ﬁrst glance, the chair looks very plain, but on closer inspection the CH23 presents many
reﬁned details. Wegner's superbly reﬁned woodwork is, for instance, evident in the cruciform
cover caps, which he used to mark the junction between the form-pressed veneer backrest
and the chair's frame.
The chair has no armrests, which makes it practical for ﬁtting around the table, even in
small rooms.
Thanks to its ingenious design and organic form, it is also unsurpassed for comfort.
The CH23 is available in oak and walnut, as well as in a combination of these woods, and in a
variety of ﬁnishes. The elegant cover caps on the backrest are available in your choice of
either oak or walnut.
The seat is available in natural or black paper cord

HISTORY
The CH23 was one of the ﬁrst ﬁve chairs Wegner designed speciﬁcally for Carl Hansen & Søn
at the beginning of his career. The chair's organic contours and reﬁned details were a
testament to the young Wegner's considerable talents as a designer and craftsman.

Although, in many ways, his designs represented a sharp break with tradition, the furniture
was received with great interest.
The CH23 had an enthusiastic reception at its launch in 1950 and the chair was an early
example of Wegner's unique style and insightful craftsmanship.
At the same time, it was the beginning of a long and fruitful collaboration between the
productive and innovative designer and Carl Hansen & Søn.
Reintroduced by Carl Hansen & Søn in June 2017.

THE DESIGNER
As a driving force behind 'Danish Modern', Hans J. Wegner helped change the general public's view
of furniture in the 1950s and 1960s. His passion for designing chairs, more than 500 of them, is
recognized worldwide and reﬂected in his title 'the Master of the Chair'. He is famous for
integrating perfectly executed joints with exquisite shapes and combining them with a constant
curiosity for materials and deep respect for wood and its natural characteristics. His designs
furnish minimalism with organic and natural softness.
Hans J. Wegner was born in 1914 in Tønder in Southern Denmark, the son of a shoemaker. At the
age of 17, he completed his apprenticeship as a cabinetmaker in the workshop of H. F. Stahlberg
where his ﬁrst designs saw the light of day. At the age of twenty he moved to Copenhagen,
Denmark, to attend the School of Arts and Crafts, where he studied from 1936-1938 before
embarking on a career as an architect.
In 1940, Wegner joined Arne Jacobsen and Erik Møller and began designing furniture for the new
City Hall in Aarhus, Denmark's second-largest city. This was also the year when Wegner began
working with master cabinetmaker Johannes Hansen, who played a major role in introducing
modern design to the Danish public.
Hans J. Wegner opened his own drawing oﬃce in 1943. In 1944, he designed the ﬁrst China Chair in
a series inspired by Chinese chairs from the Ming dynasty. One of these chairs, the Wishbone
Chair, designed in 1949 and produced by Carl Hansen & Søn since 1950, went on to become
Wegner's most successful design of all time.
Hans J. Wegner is considered one of the most creative and productive Danish furniture designers
of all time. He has received several accolades given to designers, including the Lunning Prize in
1951 and The 8th International Design Award in 1997.
He became an honorary member of the Royal Danish Academy for the Fine Arts in 1995, and an
honorary doctor of the Royal College of Art in 1997. Almost all of the world's major design
museums, from The Museum of Modern Art in New York to Die Neue Sammlung in Munich, feature
his furniture in their collections. Hans J. Wegner died in Denmark in January 2007 - at the age of 92.
Carl Hansen & Søn's alliance with Hans J. Wegner began in 1949 and resulted in the production of a
wide range of Wegner designs spanning dining chairs, easy chairs, footrests, sofas and coﬀee
tables, dining tables as well as high-end oﬃce furniture and children's furniture. Wegner's iconic
designs from Carl Hansen & Son include the Shell Chair, Wing Chair and Wishbone Chair.
___

Experience Wegner's iconic Wishbone Chair (https://www.carlhansen.com/products/chairs/ch24/)
Watch the making of the Wishbone Chair (https://www.youtube.com/embed/53YaVJIYDSU?rel=0)

VARIANTS CHOICES AND DIMENSIONS

MATERIAL MATRIX
Soap
Oak
Walnut

Lacquer

Oil

White oil Black paint

